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ESTABLISHMENT OF THE DONETSK-LUHANSK
DIOCESE OF THE UKRAINIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH -
KYIVAN PATRIARCHATE (1991-1993)

Relevance and problem state-
ment. The process of institutional es-
tablishment of the Donetsk-Luhansk
Diocese of the Kyivan Patriarchate in
the first half of the 1990s is one of the
least investigated pages in the history
of Ukrainian Orthodoxy. Nowadays,
there is a widespread misconception
that the origins of the Kyivan Patri-
archate in the Donbas date back only
to the beginning of the organization-
al activity of the initiative group of
Donetsk priest Yurii Yurchyk (1993 —
1994), who afterwards, upon his ordi-
nation, for a long time was the head of
the Donetsk-Luhansk (later Donetsk)
Diocese (1999 — 2008) [Narechennia,
1999]. However, the figure and cir-

Y ecmammi npoananizoeaHo
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06cMasuHuU ymeopeHHs U
opeaHizayiliHo2o cmaHo8/1eHHs
JoHeywbko-/lyzaHcbKkoi enapxii
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Llepkeu Kuiscbkozo
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IIpoyec incmumyaanizayii
asmokegabHO20 pyxy 8 nepulili
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3 HatliMeHw 0ocaidxceHux
CMOPIHOK 8IMYU3HSAHOI
yepkosHoi icmopiozpadii,
OCKI/IbKU ICHY€E 8e/UKa KI/IbKICMb
numauy, Ki nompe6yromso
ceoei demasibHOi po3pobKu.
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icmopuyHux noditi paHHL020
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cumstances of the arch-pastoral min-
istry of Bishop Polycarp (Huts), the
first hierarch of the Ukrainian Ortho-
dox Church in the Donbas, which was
elevated to be worthy of becoming a
patriarchate, remain unknown to the
public at large. 2018 marked the 25th
anniversary of the episcopal ordina-
tion and blessed demise of Bishop
Polycarp (October 10, 1927 — August
16, 1993 t), which has created the
need for a proper assessment of the
early period of the formation and de-
velopment of the Donetsk-Luhansk
Diocese of the UOC-Kyivan Patri-
archate and, above all, the role of its
first hierarch in this process.
Analysis of research and pub-
lications. The history of the orga-
nizational formation of Orthodox
dioceses in the Donbas is presented
in a number of historical and reli-
gious publications [loanikiy, 2000;
Sumishyn, 2011; Thor (Isichenko), 1999;
Kyivskyi Patriarkhat, 2016], in particu-
lar, in the works of local researchers
I. Lukovenko, O. Petrov, O. Foros-
tiuk, S. Tatarynov, etc. [Lukovenko,
2008; Petrov, 2010; Forostiuk, 2004,
Tatarinov& Ruban, 2017]. The official
view of the historiographical school
of the Moscow Patriarchate on the di-
visions within Ukrainian Orthodoxy
is covered in the monographs by V.
Petrushko and O. Drabynko [Petrus-
hko, 2008; Drabinko, 2002]; a number
of the author’s studies are dedicated
to the clarification of some aspects of
the extra-liturgical activities of Bish-
op Polycarp (Huts), the first hierarch
of the restored Donetsk-Luhansk
Diocese [Ruban, 2017; 2018; 2019];
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however, the above mentioned his-
toriography does not fully cover the
outlined task, since there is a number
of issues that need clarification and
proper elucidation.

The purpose of the article is to
clarify the circumstances of the in-
stitutional ~ establishmentof  the
Donetsk-Luhansk Diocese of the
UOC-Kyivan Patriarchate in 1992-
1993 on the basis of a comprehensive
analysis of historical sources, periodi-
cals and scientific literature.

Presentation of the main material.
The late 1980s witnessed landmark
events in the life of the Orthodox
Church in the USSR, which signifi-
cantly influenced its further institu-
tional development. Due to the activi-
ty of the democratization processes of
the Soviet Union, the party elites re-
sorted to an attempt to liberalize the
church-state relations, thereby recog-
nizing the devastating defeat of the
long-standing atheistic regime. Since
the transfer of the Voroshilovgrad
(Donetsk-Luhansk) Diocese of the
Ukrainian Exarchate of the Moscow
Patriarchate to the jurisdiction of the
ruling bishops of the Odessa Diocese
in 1948, the Orthodox Church in the
Donbas did not have its own hierarch
for 40 years. Only on December 13,
1988, Archimandrite loanikii (Kob-
ziev) was ordained into the Bishop
of Sloviansk and the vicar of Serhii
(Petrov), the Metropolitan of Odes-
sa, in Donetsk and Luhansk Oblasts.
On February 19, 1990, Bishop Ioanikii
was appointed the ruling bishop of
the Donetsk-Luhansk Diocese [Sumi-
shyn, 2011, p. 19].

iepapxa. Y Haw Yac 8us4eHHs
icmopii po36umKy npagocaagHux
KoHgecill Ha [loHb6aci
YCKAQOHI0EMbCS HeCMAbIi/IbHOW
NoAIMUYHOK CUMyayliero
pezioHi. Ha xcasb, yHIKAIbHI
mamepiaau goHdie JlyeaHcbkoz2o
ma /JloHeybko2o 06.1acHUX apXxieis
3aauwaromscst HedocmynHumu
0419 yKpaiHcbKux 00caI0HUKIS,
ymim, nocmynoea akmyanizayis
yiei npobaemu idkpusae

wssixu do edaaux nepcnekmus it
noda/bwo020 0ocAidxHceHHS.

Karoyvosi cnoea: enuckon
Ionixkapn (Tyy), [loH6ac,
Ilpasocaag’s, Ykpaincoka
IIpasocaasHa llepksa Kuiscokuii
I[lampiapxam, iHcmumyanizayis.

The article attempts to analyze
the historical background and the
circumstances of the formation
and organizational establishment
of the Donetsk-Luhansk Diocese
of the Kyivan Patriarchate

of the Ukrainian Orthodox
Church - Kyivan Patriarchate

in 1991-1993. The process of

the organizational formation of
the autocephalous movement in
the first half of the 1990s is one
of the least investigated pages

in the history of the Ukrainian
Church historiography due to

a large number of issues that
require elaboration. Thus,

the objective of the proposed
study is to outline the historical
events of the early period of the
institutional establishment of the
Donetsk-Luhansk Diocese of the
UOC-Kyivan Patriarchate.The
relevance of the article consists in
an attempt to research the events
of the Orthodox Church history in
the Donbas without traditional
historical clichés since the need
for a systematic approach to the
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Meanwhile, Archimandrite Poly-
carp (Huts), the former abbot of the
Assumption Monastery of Odessa,
the long-time archpriest of the lo-
cal St Nicholas Church, Candidate
of Theology, who was elected the
deputy of Artemivsk City Coun-
cil in the summer of 1990, became
a key figure in the religious life of
Artemivsk (now Bakhmut), the an-
cient spiritual and cultural center of
Donetsk Oblast [O vyborakh, 1990;
Ruban, 2017]. The clergyman’s spir-
itual experience, thorough educa-
tion, tireless pastoral activity and
social activism in combination with
his personal moral qualities led to
a marked increase in his prestige
among the locals and laid down a
strong foundation for the expansion
of pastoral ministry forms within
the post-totalitarian society of the
industrial region. However, Archi-
mandrite Polycarp’s social, political
and civil, though moderate, position
caused strong indignation of the lo-
cal officials, who were skeptical of
society democratization processes
and, above all, the growing influence
of the local clergy that had become
independent. Numerous secular
officials and individual represen-
tatives of the clergy sided against
the figure of Archimandrite Poly-
carp. The diocesan administration,
the metropolia and even the cyriar-
chal patriarchate started receiving
numerous anonymous complaints
about the Bakhmut archimandrite
and his public activities. In the fall
of 1991, a diocesan commission was
set up to investigate the situation on
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formation of conceptual strategies
for overcoming Church division
requires consideration of regional
trends in the religious life of the
Ukrainian society in the 20™
century. It is our strong opinion
that the reasons for theschism
within the Ukrainian Orthodox
Church were based not only on
the contradictions in determining
the canonical status of the UOC,
but also on the ignorance of the
deep needs of the interecclesiastic
life’s normalization and
thereinterpretation of the stable
norms of extraliturgical activities
in the post-totalitarian period.The
article outlines the circumstances
of the arch-pastoral ministry

of the Bishop of Donetsk and
Luhansk Polycarp (Huts), the
first hierarch of the UOC-Kyivan
Patriarchate in Donbas, as well
as the forms of public, social and
political activity of the arch-
pastor. In the early 1990s, Bishop
Polycarp (Huts) managed to lay
the foundations for the process
of institutional establishment of
the UOC-Kyivan Patriarchate in
the Donbas and initiate a series
of urgent social projects, which,
unfortunately, were not fully
realized due to the complicated
social, political and economic
situation of the first years of
Ukraine’s independence, and
especially due to the untimely
death of the hierarch. Studying
the Donbas local Church history
nowadays is complicated by the
difficult political situation in

the region. Unfortunately, the
unique materials of the funds

of Luhansk and Donetsk Oblast
archives remain unavailable for
the Ukrainian researchers, but
the gradual actualization of the
problem paves the way for good
prospects for its future research.
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the ground and relieve Archiman- | Keywords: Bishop Polycarp

drite Polycarp of his duties [Ruban, | (Huts), the Donbas, Orthodoxy, the

2019, p. 134]' Uk.ramlan O'rthodox .Church,_the
L . . , Kyivan Patriarchate,institutional

Initially, Archimandrite Polycarp’s | .ctaplishment.
relations with the diocesan adminis-
tration, represented by the then ruling Bishop loanikii (Kobziev),
who, under the vicegerency of Archimandrite Polycarp, belonged to
the brotherhood of the Assumption Monastery of Odessa, were sur-
prisingly successful. The appointment of the parish Archimandrite
Polycarp as the abbot of one of the central monasteries of Ukraine
with a patriarchal residence undoubtedly served as a stepping stone
to the bishop’s ministry, however, the clergyman’s candidacy prob-
ably did not receive the appropriate approval of the state structures.
Therefore, it is obvious that the abbot had a good reputation of an
outstanding clergyman among the members of the former monas-
tic brotherhood. There is evidence that Bishop loanikii repeatedly
intended to visit St Nicholas Church in Bakhmut [Bozhestvennaya
liturgiya, 1991] and performed the presbyterian ordination of priest
Hennadii Ohurtsov, the spiritual son of Archimandrite Polycarp,
appointing the former as the clergyman of the parish [49].

With the separation of the Donetsk Diocese on October 6, 1991,
and the appointment of the newly ordained Bishop Alipii (Pohrieb-
niak) as its head [Narechennia, 1991], Archimandrite Polycarp’s po-
sition in the midst of the representatives of the newly formed Do-
netsk Diocesan Administration significantly worsened. In addition,
the clergyman suffered a foot injury and for some time was not able
to move and celebrate liturgies [55]. On November 11, 1991, Ar-
chimandrite Polycarp was relieved of his duties as the archpriest
of St Nicholas Church and, together with priest H. Ohurtsov, was
tired, the latter even being banned from celebrating liturgies [49].
The removal of Archimandrite Polycarp caused an acute crisis in
the ancient Bakhmut parish and marked a series of events that sub-
sequently led to the formation of a public basis for the movement
for the autocephaly of Ukrainian Orthodoxy in the Donbas.

In August 1989, a broad movement for the autocephalous status
of the Orthodox Church emerged in Ukraine, which became the ba-
sis for the revival of the Ukrainian Autocephalous Orthodox Church
(hereinafter referred to as the UAOC) that had ceased to exist as a
result of the repressive actions of the Soviet authorities at the end of
World War II. The peak of the organizational formation of the UAOC
was the Local Council on June 5-6, 1990, which proclaimed the resto-
ration of the UAOC activity in Ukraine and elected the first patriarch
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of Ukrainian Orthodoxy — Mstyslav (Skrypnyk). In the Donbas, the
regional parish brotherhoods of the UAOC formed in Luhansk and
Sloviansk [Ihor (Isichenko), 1999, p. 217; Shmyhelskyi, 2013, p. 75]. On
January 22, 1991, the Donetsk and Luhansk Dioceses of the UAOC
were formally established (since January 22, 1992 they were united
in the Chernihiv Metropolia) [Zhukovskyi, 1994, p. 25], which actu-
ally did not function and remained vacant for their entire but short
existence, formally submitting to Bishop (later Archbishop) Roman
(Balashchuk) of Chernihiv and Sumy [Shostak, 2017, p. 257].

The declaration of Ukraine’s independence created canonical
grounds for gaining the autocephalous status of the autonomous
UOC of the Moscow Patriarchate. On September 6-7, 1991, the Bish-
ops’ Council of the UOC decided to convene the Local Council to
address the issue of the further canonical status of the UOC. On
November 1-3, 1991, Kyiv hosted the UOC Local Council, which
unanimously decided to ask the Moscow Patriarchate to grant full
canonical autonomy to the Ukrainian Church, and then promote the
formation of the Kyivan Patriarchate by the Eastern Patriarchs and
the Primates of other Local Churches. The conciliar definition stated:
“The independence of the UOC in an independent Ukraine was canonically
justified and historically inevitable” [Opredeleniya, 1992, p. 39].

As the time passed, the positions of the Moscow Patriarchate’s
leadership on the issue of an ever increasing administrative inde-
pendence of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church were still not made
public, but at the same time, a number of leading Russian period-
icals launched a broad slanderous campaign against Metropolitan
Filaret on charges of collaboration with the KGB and breaking the
monastic vows [Zarichnyi, 1995, p. 128], which eventually made the
lay parishioners doubt the true reasons and possible consequenc-
es of Metropolitan Filaret’s autocephalous course. Moreover, the
situation was complicated by the provocations of some openly
pro-Russian hierarchs hostile to the processes of Ukraine’s increas-
ing political independence. In particular, among the participants of
the Local Council on November 1-3, 1991, signatory to the Conciliar
Address, there were also members of the delegation of the Donetsk
Diocese, headed by Bishop Alipii (Pohrebniak). However, Bishop
Alipii, who had been ordained only one month before the Council,
started deliberately discrediting the autocephalous course of the
head of the UOC and the actual organization of the schism among
the clergy of the Donetsk Diocese, and on January 3, 1992, he ad-
dressed Metropolitan Filaret with a request to remove him from the
administration of the Diocese on health grounds [32].
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On January 22, 1992, Kyiv hosted a meeting of Ukrainian bishops,
which adopted a renewed appeal to Patriarch Alexy II and the
episcopate of the ROC stating that “some forces, including those from
Moscow, are wreaking havoc among monks, clergy and laymen in certain
areas and thus are effectively against Orthodoxy in Ukraine” [11]. It was
also emphasized that “in light of the declaration of the Ukrainian state’s
independence, the time has come for the Ukrainian Orthodox Church to
get full independence and autocephaly” [11]. Bishop of Donetsk Alipii
unexpectedly became one of the first three Ukrainian hierarchs who
flatly refused to support the renewed appeal, revoking his previ-
ous signature under the conciliar appeal of November 1-3, 1991.
By the decree of the Holy Synod of the UOC of January 23, 1992,
and in accordance with a previously stated request, Bishop Alipii
was removed from his administration of the Donetsk Diocese and
appointed the Bishop of Cherkasy and the vicar of the Kyiv Diocese
[32]. Refusing to comply with the decree, the hierarch remained in
Donetsk Oblast, asking the Holy Synod of the UOC to retire him in
view of his “serious back disease” [33]. On January 23, 1992, Metro-
politan Leontii (Hudymov), one of the oldest hierarchs of the UOC,
was appointed the head of the Donetsk Diocese in order to normal-
ize the situation there [32].

On February 18-19, 1992, the Holy Synod of the Russian Ortho-
dox Church received a message to the Metropolitan of Kyiv Filaret
and Ukrainian hierarchs that violated the previously vested right
of the UOC to self-government and laid the foundation for a future
schism in Ukraine, creating the possibility of the UOC’s withdrawal
from the subordination to its canonical primate. The text contained
a firm request to review the resolutions of the Holy Synod of the
UOC of January 23, 1992, concerning the relocation of bishops and
the following appeal: “We sincerely hope that the issue of the future of
the Ukrainian Orthodox Church will be addressed with a conciliar mind
and will be based on Church canons and in accordance with the hopes of
the people of God. But if, God forbid, this one and canonically legitimate
principle is violated, then everyone who has remained faithful to Ortho-
doxy will receive our canonical guidance and will not be abandoned to the
forces of evil” [Zarichnyi, 1995, p. 128].

The pro-Russian clergy immediately took the message, published
by the Holy Synod of the ROC, as an instruction for action. In Do-
netsk Oblast, the clergy, instigated by the former ruling Bishop Ali-
pii and the odious Archimandrite Savvatii (in the schema — Zosyma
(Sokur)), started a virtual rebellion against the newly appointed
Metropolitan Leontii [“O chem dusha skorbit”, 2016, p. 124], which
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gained support only in a part of the northern districts of the oblast,
making the bishops’ residence move to St Nicholas Cathedral in
Horlivka. On March 3-4, 1992, the meeting of the Holy Synod of
the UOC with the participation of Metropolitan Leontii (Hudymov)
thoroughly studied the current situation in a number of dioceses,
including the Donetsk Diocese, after which it was decided to up-
hold the Resolutions of the Holy Synod of January 23, 1992, despite
the threats of the Moscow Patriarchate [33].

These events led to the separation of the Bakhmut community
of St Nicholas Church, part of which, headed by its long-time arch-
priest Archimandrite Polycarp, supported the policy of Metropoli-
tan Filaret, the primate of the UOC, and recognized the authority of
Metropolitan of Donetsk Leontii (Hudymov). However, on March
16, 1992, on the day when, as N. Nepop-Rumiantseva recalls, Met-
ropolitan Leontii was to receive a delegation of the Bakhmut pa-
rishioners led by Archimandrite Polycarp, the hierarch suddenly
died under mysterious circumstances [Ruban, 2018, p. 284]. After
the death of Metropolitan Leontii on March 16, 1992, the leadership
of the Donetsk-Sloviansk Diocese was provisionally handed over
to Bishop of Luhansk and Starobilsk Ioanikii (Kobziev), however,
the actual leadership was still carried out by Bishop Alipii who had
been relieved of his duties.

The rebellious activity of the pro-Russian bishops culminated in
the Bishops” Council of the ROC on March 31-April 5, 1992, which
indefinitely postponed the issue of granting autocephaly to the
UOC and placed the blame for the problems of the religious situa-
tion in Ukraine squarely on Metropolitan of Kyiv Filaret (Denysen-
ko), who was put by the Council under intense pressure to leave
his post as primate of the UOC [Zarichnyi, 1995, p. 129]. On April 6,
1992, a number of opposition bishops, including Bishop of Donetsk
Alipii (Pohrebniak), were restored as ruling bishops by the Decree
of the Holy Synod of the UOC in accordance with the decisions of
the Bishops” Council of the ROC [Alipiy, 1992]. However, on April
7,1992, during a liturgy at St Volodymyr’s Cathedral in Kyiv, Met-
ropolitan Filaret flatly refused to resign from his position of the
head of the UOC for the benefit of the Moscow Patriarchate. Under
these circumstances, the appeals from the Bakhmut community led
by Archimandrite Polycarp to the Kyivan Metropolia were mean-
ingless. On April 20, Metropolitan Filaret for the last time called
on the Donetsk Diocesan Administration to renew Archimandrite
Polycarp as the archpriest of the local St Nicholas Church in or-
der to establish Church peace in Bakhmut [31]. However, the local
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pro-Russian clergy blatantly ignored this call as well as the subse-
quent orders of Metropolitan Filaret. The general character of the
religious sentiment of most of the lay parishioners and clergymen
in the Donbas is illustrated by an interview of Bishop Alipii to the
Donetsk newspaper Aktsent on April 25, 1992, in which the hierarch
deceptively distorted the theological notion of Church unity and
stated that during the breaks between the meetings of the Bishops’
Council “some priests from Luhansk Oblast came up to me and said that
if Archbishop loanikii voted for autocephaly, he had better not return to the
Diocese”[Alipiy, 1992].

The leaders of the Moscow Patriarchate decided to remove Met-
ropolitan Filaret from his position of the primate of the UOC and
replace him with a hierarch controlled by them. On April 30, 1992,
Zhytomyr hosted a meeting of the representatives of the clergy,
monasteries, and laity, with active participation of the former ru-
ing Bishop Alipii from Donetsk Oblast. The final resolution of the
event expressed the lack of confidence in Metropolitan Filaret and
made a strong demand for his resignation [Drabinko, 2002, p. 82].
In order to give the Zhytomyr assembly a “canonical importance”
at the extended meeting of the Synod of the ROC under the threat
of court proceedings by the Bishops” Council of the ROC, in the ab-
sence of Metropolitan Filaret, he was obliged to convene the Bish-
ops’ Council of the UOC by May 15, 1992, and apply for resignation
at the council [Drabinko, 2002, p. 83 — 84]. Finally, in violation of the
canons, the Statute of the UOC and the resolutions of the Bishops’
Council of the ROC on the autonomy and independence in the ad-
ministration of the UOC, according to the instructions of Patriarch
Alexy, the diocesan bishop Metropolitan Nicodemus (Rusnak) con-
vened the Kharkiv Council on May 27-28, 1992. At the council, a
number of bishops carried out the organizational formation of a
new religious organization — the UOC of the Moscow Patriarchate —
and elected Volodymyr (Sabodan), the Metropolitan of Rostov and
Novocherkassk and hierarch of the Russian Church, as its primate.

On May 26, 1992, the representatives of the Donetsk Diocese Ar-
chimandrite Polycarp and priest H. Ohurtsov participated in the
All-Ukrainian Forum of the Clergy and Laity on “Protection of
the Canonical Rights of the UOC”, whose participants supported
Metropolitan Filaret’s autocephalous course. Given the brutal in-
tervention of the ROC Synod in the internal affairs of the Ukrainian
Church, they called on the Patriarch of Constantinople to abolish
the non-canonical act of annexation of the Kyivan Metropolia to the
Moscow Patriarchate in 1686 [Zarichnyi, 1995, p. 130]. The Bakhmut
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Initiative Group of the local Committee for the Protection of the
Canonical Rights of the UOC, headed by Archimandrite Polycarp,
launched a newspaper called Bakhmut Orthodox Bulletin. The pur-
pose of the publication was to inform the clergy and the laity of
the Donbas about the activity of Bishop Alipii on the defamation
of Metropolitan Filaret. In his interview with a journalist of the
newspaper, Archimandrite Polycarp justified the expediency of ac-
quiring the autocephalous status for the UOC, emphasizing that he
personally would always oppose the schism and canonical decep-
tion of Bishop Alipii [Kononova, 1992]. It is important to mention
the incident described in the newspaper concerning the creation of
the so-called Orthodox Brotherhood in Donetsk Oblast, aimed at
supporting the actions of Bishop Alipii. Thus, Archimandrite Poly-
carp sent a telegram to the newspaper Aktsent informing the editors
about the fact of forgery of his and priest H. Ohurtsov’s signatures
under the brotherhood’s appeal to the Moscow Patriarchate, but
the eventually published text of the telegram was substantially
changed. Finally, Archimandrite Polycarp made a correct and part-
ly prophetic conclusion that those actions were beneficial only to
those who were interested in the schism among the faithful and the
separation of the Donbas from Ukraine [Kononova, 1992].

As the Local Council of the UOC on November 1 -3, 1991, unan-
imously stated its desire to resolve the long-standing issue of the
normalization of its canonical status, there emerged the prospect
of overcoming the confessional division of Ukrainian Orthodoxy
through the process of unification of the UOC and the UAOC. On
June 25, 1992, the All-Ukrainian Orthodox Council was held in
Kyiv, proclaiming the unification of the UOC and the UAOC into
a united local Ukrainian Orthodox Church — Kyivan Patriarchate,
which became the only legitimate canonical successor to both de-
nominations. Patriarch Mstyslav (Skrypnyk) was recognized as the
head of the united Church, and, given his permanent absence, the
post of Deputy Patriarch was introduced in Ukraine, which was
taken by Metropolitan Filaret (Denysenko) [Zarichnyi, 1995, p. 135].

After the notorious Kharkiv Council of the UOC of the Moscow
Patriarchate, which practically led to the elimination of the canoni-
cal diocesan authorities in the Donbas, the interim leadership of the
parishes in the region was taken by Metropolitan Filaret himself,
by whose decree Archimandrite Polycarp was appointed the Rural
Dean of Donetsk Oblast on July 13, 1992 [55]. Despite the restoration
of Archimandrite Polycarp to the position of the archpriest of St
Nicolas Church by Metropolitan Filaret, some of the parishioners,
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who were incited by the outright slander of the local pro-Russian
clergy, did not allow the clergyman to enter the church. Notably,
these measures met the indifference of local officials, who stated
that “since the parishioners did not recognize this appointment and did
not accept Archimandrite Polycarp and priest H. Ohurtsov as their spir-
itual leaders, their appointment became null and void” [55]. During an
arch-pastoral visit to the Bakhmut parish of St Nicholas Church
on July 26, 1992, Bishop Alipii (Pohrebniak) expressed support for
the actions of the local clergy, publicly calling Archimandrite Poly-
carp “a Rukhist” [translator’s note: Rukh, or the People’s Movement of
Ukraine, is a Ukrainian center-right political party, founded in 1990] and
“a Catholic” [Zayavleniye, 1992]. On August 31, 1992, by the decree
of Bishop Alipii, the “non-appointed clergyman” Archimandrite Poly-
carp (Huts) and priest Hennadii Ohurtsov were disfrocked for the
support of Metropolitan Filaret [47; 48].

At the end of June 1992, the constituent assembly of the City Com-
mittee for the Protection of Canonical Rights of the UOC, chaired
by Archimandrite Polycarp, was held in the Bakhmut Museum of
Local History. Elected representatives of the clergy and parishio-
ners of two city churches, as well as S. Tatarynov, the head of the
Permanent Commission on Culture and Youth at the City Council,
participated in the activities of the organizing committee. Having
examined the unlawful actions of the pro-Moscow clergy aimed at
destabilizing the religious situation, the committee stated its desire
to promote the restoration of civil peace in the region, support the
canonical rights of Metropolitan Filaret, the primate of the UOC,
and exercise the legal protection of the clergy and the faithful from
the encroachment on their honor and dignity [Iz pervykh ruk, 1992].
However, only on August 5, 1992, by the decision of the City Coun-
cil Executive Committee No. 295, the Artemivsk City Committee for
the Protection of the Canonical Rights of the UOC was granted state
registration [55].

In August 1992, Rural Dean of Donetsk Oblast Archimandrite
Polycarp initiated the restoration of the destroyed Bakhmut Pokrovs-
ka Church, which was to become a new cathedral of the Donetsk-Lu-
hansk Diocese of the UOC-Kyivan Patriarchate. The cathedral was
also supposed to comprise a complex of administrative buildings,
including the diocesan administration, a nursing-care facility and a
free canteen for the poor of the city. The estimated cost of the proj-
ect was more than 5 million karbovanets. [Martynov, 1992]. It was
also announced about the creation of the diocesan publishing house
ANTEKS, which, while operating under the subscription system,
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had to publish a number of liturgical, ecclesiastical and historical
as well as theological literature, including works by Archimandrite
Polycarp [Iz pervykh ruk, 1992; Minuya ruki prodavtsov, 1992].

By a decree of the Holy Synod of the UOC-Kyivan Patriarchate
of November 19, 1992, Rural Dean of Donetsk Oblast Archiman-
drite Polycarp was elected Bishop of Donetsk and Luhansk [35].
On November 30, 1992, by a resolution of the Council for Religious
Affairs under the Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine, the statute of
the diocesan administration of the Donetsk-Luhansk Diocese of the
UOC-Kyivan Patriarchate was registered [50; 52]. Priest H. Ohu-
rtsov was appointed Secretary of the Diocese [57].

Since the early 1990s, one of the manifestations of the external
influence on social and political processes in Ukraine has been the
free ownership of the regional information space by the pro-Rus-
sian figures, which significantly influenced the molding of public
opinion, in particular, in religious matters. On December 19, the
announcement about the election of Archimandrite Polycarp as a
bishop, published in the leading local newspaper Vpered [Episkop,
1992], met a sharp response from the journalists of the newspaper
Meridian in a note titled Rehearsal of Riots, which reported that “priest
Hennadii Ohurtsov, who was banned from celebrating liturgies, and the
non-appointed Archimandrite Polycarp are disfrocked for their commu-
nion with Filaret” [Repetitsiya, 1992]. In addition, the announcement
about the election of Bishop Polycarp, published shortly before the
new bishop of the Donetsk UOC of the Moscow Patriarchate was
officially appointed, was viewed as an attempt of provocation, “a
disregard for the feelings of the faithful” and “a rehearsal to trigger unrest
on the basis of religion” [Repetitsiya, 1992].

On January 11, 1993, the newspaper Meridian published a Christ-
mas interview with the Rural Dean of Artemivsk of the Moscow Pa-
triarchate of the UOC, which contained negative characteristics of
the activities of Metropolitan Filaret, who was described as a “schis-
matic”, and a reassurance of a flat rejection of the autocephalous sta-
tus for the Orthodox Church by the parishioners: “We are Slavs and
there is nothing to share here, nothing to look for. We have a common area
of activity and a common native language — Slavic. And we have a common
attitude towards and love for God. And if we have so much in common, then
why take steps in a hurried, hasty way?” [Rozhdestvo, 1993]

On January 28, 1993, the newspaper Vpered published a notice of
a joint lawsuit with priest H. Ohurtsov, the clergyman of the Do-
netsk-Luhansk Diocese of the UOC-Kyivan Patriarchate, accusing
the editors of the newspaper Meridian of the encroachment on their

242




No 20 (192) « 2020 o Tpyan Kuiscpkoi JyxosHoi AkageMili e

honor and dignity [Sud, 1993]. The claimant party demanded a pub-
lic apology from the editors and a compensation for moral damage.
The response came already on January 30, when the newspaper Me-
ridian issued another note in which the unchurched workers of the
secular edition, who had been flatly dissociating themselves from
the role of arbitrators in the intrachurch polemics only a couple of
months ago [Zayavleniye, 1992], freely referred to Canon VI of the
Second Vatican Council and again made their own subjective value
judgments regarding the canonicity of Bishop Polycarp [Skazhesh
gop, 1993]. In a comparative analysis of the stylistics of the critical
notes in the newspaper with the interview text of the Rural Dean of
the UOC of the Moscow Patriarchate, there is no doubt about the
identity of the author they belong to.

Meanwhile, in the environment of Eastern Ukrainian post-colo-
nial political elites, a clear concept of religious policy was formed,
aimed at the priority development of the dioceses of the UOC of the
Moscow Patriarchate in the region, which made the relations of the
high-principled hierarch with the local officials even more uneasy.
It should be noted that due to his illness and grave financial situa-
tion, Bishop Polycarp found it difficult to move physically, and the
actual representative of the diocesan administration at the local au-
thorities was the Secretary of the Diocese, priest H. Ohurtsov. Being
not very good at official record keeping, he unconsciously created
formal reasons for not complying with the official appeals of the hi-
erarch by his partial incompetence in record keeping. However, in
a letter to the chairman of the Religious Council, the head of the lo-
cal department hypocritically emphasized that Bishop Polycarp did
not want to talk face-to-face to the leadership of the City Council
and the Executive Committee for “unclear reasons”, but despite such
a “disrespectful” attitude of the hierarch on the part of the authorities
of Bakhmut, there were no obstacles to the activities of the diocesan
administration of the UOC-Kyivan Patriarchate [54].

At the end of 1992, the parishioners of the Pokrovska Church,
headed by its archpriest Archbishop Polycarp, managed to get the
permission from the local administration to lease an old abandoned
building to equip the temporary premises for a planned nursing-care
facility, and the opening ceremony took place already on January 19,
1993. In the interview on the occasion with a local newspaper, Ar-
chimandrite Polycarp expressed hope that the temporary premises
could host about 6-7 people in the near future [Matsak, 1993].

However, as early as February 1993, the City Department on Ar-
chitecture unexpectedly refused to allot a land plot in the historic
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center on the site of the ancient Pokrovska Church to the community
of the UOC-Kyivan Patriarchate, instead giving it to private devel-
opers [Diachenko, 1993]. The conflict became deadlocked. On March
3, Archimandrite Polycarp appealed to the head of the City Council
Executive Committee with a request to assist in the allotment of a
land plot for the construction of the planned architectural complex at
least in the outskirts of the city, which, however, was not considered
under a formal pretext. Only after the intervention of the journalist
O. Diachenko did the case move from the dead point and the parish-
ioners regained their right to the historical site [Diachenko, 1993].

In his letter to the Member of the Ukrainian Parliament M. Por-
ovskyi, priest H. Ohurtsov, the Secretary of the Donetsk-Luhansk
Diocesan Administration, stated: “... for more than 7 months the par-
ishes belonging to the UOC KP on the ground have not been registered
on the territory of the Commissioner for Religious Affairs by the regional
administration of Donetsk. The persons who have signed the documents
on the part of Comrade Serpilin [note: he headed the Regional Department
of Religious Affairs — M.R.] are under pressure. The signature of Met-
ropolitan Filaret is not recognized by the Council on Religious Affairs”
[57]. However, the Member of Parliament’s order “to influence the
Department of Religious Affairs of Donetsk and Luhansk regional admin-
istrations and remove impediments in the registration of the communities
of the UOC KP” [56] got a response that “according to the Head of the
Donetsk Regional Department for Religious Affairs, the facts stated in the
letter of the Donetsk diocesan administration are not true” [58].

The tumultuous events of the ecclesiastical division and the out-
right persecution had a significant impact on the health of Archi-
mandrite Polycarp, who had been suffering from diabetes and a
pulmonary disease for a long time [54]. Due to the significant de-
terioration of the future hierarch’s health, the date of his episco-
pal ordination was postponed several times. It was not until April
10, 1993, that the episcopal ordination of Archimandrite Polycarp
(Huts) to the bishop of Donetsk and Luhansk was held at Saint
Philaretos Home Church of the Kyivan Patriarchate. He became
the first hierarch of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church in the Donbas,
which was elevated to be worthy of becoming a patriarchate [Arkhi-
pastyrske sluzhinnia, 2011, p. 17]. By the decree of Metropolitan Filar-
et, the Deputy Patriarch of Kyiv and All Rus-Ukraine, according
to the decision of the Holy Synod, the newly ordained bishop was
officially appointed head of the Donetsk-Luhansk Diocese [51].

On April 17, 1993, the Easter Message of the Most Reverend
Polycarp, Bishop of Donetsk and Luhansk, to all the faithful of
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the UOC-Kyivan Patriarchate in the Donbas was published, in
which the hierarch emphasized that “these are difficult times for our
Ukrainian Orthodox Church. There are forces trying to divide and upset
it. However, we know that the evil of the world is defeated by the sacrament
of Christ’s Resurrection; His power overcomes suffering and human injus-
tice, as Christ fills himself with everything”, finally calling for “offering
prayers to the Lord to bless our young Ukrainian nation and send spiritual
renewal, peace and blessing to its people,” [Paskhalnoye poslaniye, 1993].

Together with the difficulties connected with his pastoral min-
istry, Bishop Polycarp’s health deteriorated due to his pulmonary
disease and diabetes that later resulted in gangrene that made it
necessary for the half of his foot to be amputated, which made him
almost absolutely unable to move. On August 16, 1993, Bishop Poly-
carp died at the age of 66 [Spivchuttia, 1993; 35]. The Artemivsk City
Council and its Executive Committee, the Permanent Commission
on Culture and Youth as well as the staff of the Museum of Local
History expressed their condolences on Bishop Polycarp’s death in
the leading local newspaper Vpered; notably, only the last message
emphasized the hierarch’s priesthood.

On August 20, 1993, given the untimely demise of Bishop Poly-
carp (Huts), by the Decree of the Holy Synod of the UOC-Kyivan
Patriarchate, Bishop of Kharkiv and Poltava Roman (Popenko) was
entrusted with the provisional leadership of the Donetsk-Luhansk
Diocese [35]. However, already in December 1993, he joined the
UOC-Moscow Patriarchate with a number of bishops through a
demonstrative “repentance”, and Metropolitan Filaret again took
the diocesan administration. After the death of Bishop Polycarp,
the structure of the Donetsk-Luhansk Diocese of the UOC-Kyivan
Patriarchate covered six parishes in Bakhmut, Horlivka, Siversk,
Pokrovske and two parishes in the oblast’s center, Donetsk [57]. The
UAOC communities in Sloviansk and Luhansk, whose confessional
affiliation was not specifically identified for a long time, should also
be taken into account [55]. In September 1993, priest Yurii Yurchyk
joined the UOC-Kyivan Patriarchate, and due to his efforts, the Do-
netsk Rural Dean’s District was established [Narechennia, 1999]. The
appointment of Bishop Iziaslav (Karha) to the See in the fall of 1994
began a new period in the history of the Donetsk-Luhansk Diocese.

Conclusions. Thus, the historical circumstances surrounding the
schism of Ukrainian Orthodoxy in the Donbas and the institutional
restoration of the Donetsk-Luhansk Diocese within the UOC-Ky-
ivan Patriarchate (1992-1993) remained unexplored and the figure
of Bishop Polycarp (Huts) undeservedly forgotten for a long time.
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Despite his relatively short pastoral ministry, Bishop Polycarp
managed to lay the foundations for the process of restoration and
institutional establishmentof the Donetsk-Luhansk Diocese of the
UOC-Kyivan Patriarchate, as well as initiate a number of urgently
relevant social projects, which, unfortunately, due to the complicat-
ed political and economic circumstances of that time and, above all,
the hierarch’s untimely death, were not fully realized. During many
years after his death, Bishop Polycarp’s active civil initiative, social
ministry and benevolence became the role models and priorities for
the activities of the hierarchs of the UOC-Kyivan Patriarchate in the
Donbas. We hope that the active development of the extraliturgical
forms of arch-pastoral ministry will dominate the process of estab-
lishing the Local Orthodox Church of Ukraine.
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